
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF JULY 15, 2019 
 
 
The Work Session of July 15, 2019 was called to order at 4:08 p.m. and the open public 
notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 
Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Marshall, the Borough 
Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 
 
The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  There were no 
comments made at this time. 
 
It was announced that the Borough received four (4) responses to the Engineering 
Services Request for Proposal (RFP).  The responders were Remington & Vernick, Pennoni, 
Bach and Gilmore & Associates.    The Administrator noted that for Gilmore & Associates 
she did not complete a review of their proposal as all of their work is in Pennsylvania.  
However, they have brought on a new engineer with an office in Camden with the hopes 
of starting to do work in NJ.  A review of the highlights from each of the other responses 
was then provided to the Commissioners and asked if they would like to hold interviews 
with any of the other three (3) candidates.  After reviewing various aspects of each of 
these companies the Commissioners agreed to hold interviews with all three (3) at their 
August 20, 2019 work session. 
 
The Administrator advised the Commissioners that the current Chairperson of the 
Haddonfield Municipal Alliance (HMA) has submitted her resignation as she will be 
moving out of town very soon.  Commissioner Kasko provided an update on who HMA 
would like to have appointed in her place.  However, he would like to speak to that 
candidate before they are formally appointed at the August 20, 2019 Commissioner 
Meeting.  The Administrator noted that a request has been received to honor the 
outgoing Chairperson at a public meeting.  The Commissioners agreed that a Certificate 
of Appreciation can be done at the August 20, 2019. 
 
Possible amendments to Code Chapter 135, Land Development, were reviewed by the 
Administrator.  She noted that at the previous work session two amendments were briefly 
discussed.  The first one was changing the date in the new definition of Front Lot Line to 
the date the new ordinance takes effect in September.  The second one depends upon 
the Borough Solicitor’s determination after reviewing material presented by the Planning 
Board (PB) Solicitor indicating that it was their belief the Borough would only be able to 
implement the requirement that sump pumps could not be discharged into the street 
due to the location to which the water was discharged.  She noted that the intent was 
that amendment would also deal with current residential locations that already 
discharge into the street.  The Borough Solicitor stated that he was comfortable with how 
the original amending ordinance had been written and he would discuss the matter with 
the PB Solicitor.  The Administrator then advised the Commissioners of recent inquiries to 
the Zoning Officer from entities interested in locating medical marijuana distribution stores 
in Haddonfield.  The question is whether or not the Borough could disallow such facilities 
within town.  The Borough Solicitor advised that the Borough would not be able to refuse 
such facilities to be located in town.  Based on that advice the Administrator and the 
Zoning Office have reviewed the downtown Zoning Districts and felt that the D3 Zone 



would make the most sense.  This would keep it off Kings Highway, but also allow it to be 
close enough that it kept it further away from residential areas.  The Commissioners 
reviewed the new state legislation that expanded the number of these facilities allowed 
throughout the State.  Commissioner Marshall noted  this use is still federally illegal so these 
sales can’t go through a pharmacy.  Mayor Rochford asked if we would be able to 
regulate the number these dispensaries, which the Solicitor indicated that might be 
possible.  Commissioner Marshall also noted that the Zoning Officer was concerned 
about having approve such facilities if they had not been addressed within our 
ordinances.  The Commissioners then discussed the aspects of the downtown D3 Zone, 
specifically whether the locations could be required to ground level or an upper level.  It 
was unanimously agreed to amend Chapter 135 to include a new definition of 
“COMMERCIAL USE (TYPE II) – the retail legal sale marijuana for medical use” and to add 
this to FIGURE D: General Zoning District Requirements as a ground level use.  The 
Commissioners also agreed to make the change in the new definition of Front Lot Line to 
the date the new ordinance takes effect in September. 
 
The Administrator then advised the Commissioners that a question has arisen regarding 
the method that is used to correct sidewalk issues when they are marked during the home 
sale review.  Some residents are using the grinding method to grind away the raised 
portion rather than having a new concrete slab poured.  It was noted that this does solve 
the problem, at least temporarily.  As this has been brought to our attention, the 
Commissioners were asked whether or not they felt this practice fits with the intent of 
ordinance.  After a brief update regarding the reasons for the enactment of this 
ordinance the Commissioners agreed that they are okay with this practice. 
 
The July 15th Commissioner Meeting agenda for 7:00 p.m. was reviewed.  Commissioner 
Marshall advised the Commissioners of the topics that he will be mentioning in his speech 
after his swearing-in.  As it was believed that there would be a large number of residents 
in attendance to discuss the June 19-20th storm that caused so much flooding in the area, 
a suggestion was made to ask for anyone that wished to discuss something other than 
stormwater to be allowed to speak first so that they did not have to stay the entire 
meeting if they did not wish to. 
 
Commissioner Kasko provided an update from the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH).  
He announced that the Crafts and Fine Arts Festival was well attended. 
 
The draft agenda for the August 20th meeting was briefly reviewed. 
 
The Administrator advised that a resident who wished to discuss the new requirements 
regarding as-built surveys with the Commissioners has advised her that he will not be able 
to attend the meeting until 6:30 p.m.  The Commissioners agreed to have him attend the 
meeting to discuss his concerns. 
 
Commissioner Kasko advised that movement on a plastics bag ordinance has been 
pushed back to a later time.  PfH needs to get further information before moving forward. 
 
The Commissioners were advised that arrangements need to be made for the 2019-2020 
Community Calendar Commissioner picture.  They provided a number of possible dates 



and suggested locations at both the high school’s POW/MIA War Memorial or at 
Greenfield Hall as this year’s calendar theme is the American Legion’s Post 38 100th 
anniversary. 
 
Mayor Rochford announced that Judge Spence’s widow has asked that there be a 
dedication ceremony for his plaque in the old Court Room on August 20th at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Mayor Rochford then made a motion to go into closed session at 5:17 p.m. to discuss 
personnel issues, a settlement agreement, as well as potential litigation.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Kasko and approved unanimously. 
 
The Commissioners returned from closed session at 6:28 p.m., where the motion had also 
included adjourning the meeting.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


